
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

July 12, 2013 

TO:  General Plan Update Working Group 

FROM: Beth Thompson and Ben Ritchie, De Novo Planning Group 
 
SUBJECT: July 18th Meeting – Policy Set Review #1 

DATE:  July 12, 2013 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The July 18th meeting is an opportunity for the Working Group to provide feedback, input, and edits 
to the Draft General Plan Policy Sets that have been prepared to date.  New topics will not be 
introduced at this meeting.    
 
The Draft General Plan Policy Sets include Goals, Policies, and Actions.  These Goals, Policies, and 
Actions represent the core of the Draft General Plan Elements.  The Final General Plan Elements will 
include the policy sets, and will also include introductory pages explaining the purpose, intent, and 
scope of the respective element.  The Final General Plan Elements will also include graphics, maps, 
and other items such as call-out boxes with definitions of key terms.   
 
REQUIRED READING 
 
Prior to the July 18th meeting, please read the following attached items: 
 

1. Community Services and Facilities Draft Policy Set 
2. Infrastructure Draft Policy Set 
3. Safety Draft Policy Set 
4. Noise Draft Policy Set 
5. Conservation and Open Space Draft Policy Set 

 
As the Working Group is aware, it is critical that each member come to the next meeting having 
read the materials identified in this memo and having prepared and organized thoughts, comments, 
and questions related to these Draft General Plan Policy sets.  Please direct any questions regarding 
the assigned reading materials or the issues to be discussed during this next Working Group 
meeting to Erik Nolthenius, Planning Manager.  Erik can be reached by phone at: 925-516-5137, or 
by email at: enolthenius@brentwoodca.gov. 
 
WORK EXERCISE 
 
During previous Working Group meetings, the topics of Community Services and Facilities, Safety, 
Noise, Infrastructure, and Conservation and Open Space were discussed in detail.   
 

mailto:enolthenius@brentwoodca.gov


T o :  G e n e r a l  P l a n  U p d a t e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  

S u b j e c t :  R e v i e w  o f  P o l i c y  S e t  # 1  

D a t e :  J u l y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 3  

P a g e :  2  o f  2  

 

The consultant team has taken the feedback received during these previous meetings, as well as 
feedback received from the public during the visioning process, and developed the attached Draft 
General Plan Policy Sets.   
 
The July 18th meeting provides the Working Group with an opportunity to review these Draft 
General Plan Policy Sets and provide specific feedback and input.  Each member is asked to read all 
of the Draft General Plan Policy Sets and be prepared to discuss the following: 
 

1. In reviewing the Draft General Plan Policy Sets, do you feel that all of the key issues raised 
by the Working Group related to this topic have been adequately addressed? 

2. Are there Goals, Policies, or Actions that you disagree with?   
3. Are there Goals, Policies, or Actions that you feel are missing, and that should be included?   



Community	  Services	  and	  Facilities	  
Goals,	  Policies,	  and	  Actions	  

	  

CSF-‐1	  

GOAL	  CSF	  1	  	   PROVIDE	  HIGH	  QUALITY	  COMMUNITY	  SERVICES	  AND	  FACILITIES	  TO	  ALL	  RESIDENTS,	  
BUSINESSES,	  AND	  VISITORS	  IN	  BRENTWOOD	  

Policy	   CSF	   1-‐1:	   	   Ensure	   that	   new	   growth	   and	   development	   participates	   in	   the	   provision	   and	  
expansion	  of	  community	  services	  and	  facilities,	  and	  does	  not	  exceed	  the	  City’s	  ability	  to	  provide	  
them.	  

Policy	   CSF	   1-‐2:	   Require	   new	  development	   to	   demonstrate	   that	   the	   City’s	   community	   services	  
and	  facilities	  can	  accommodate	  the	  increased	  demand	  for	  said	  services	  and	  facilities	  associated	  
with	  the	  project.	  

Policy	  CSF	  1-‐3:	   Require	  new	  development	  to	  offset	  or	  mitigate	  impacts	  to	  community	  services	  
and	  facilities	  to	  ensure	  that	  service	  levels	  for	  existing	  users	  are	  not	  degraded	  or	  impaired	  by	  new	  
development,	  to	  the	  satisfaction	  of	  the	  City.	  

Action	  CSF	  1a:	  Require	  new	  development	  to	  pay	  its	  fair	  share	  of	  the	  cost	  of	  on	  and	  off-‐
site	  community	  services	  and	  facilities,	  as	  described	  in	  the	  Growth	  Management	  Element	  
of	  the	  General	  Plan.	  	  

PARKS,	  TRAILS,	  AND	  RECREATION	  FACILITIES	  

GOAL	  CSF	  2:	   MAINTAIN	  A	  DIVERSE	  AND	  COMPREHENSIVE	  SYSTEM	  OF	  HIGH	  QUALITY	  PARKS,	  
TRAILS,	  AND	  RECREATION	  FACILITIES	  THAT	  MEETS	  THE	  NEEDS	  OF	  ALL	  SEGMENTS	  OF	  THE	  
COMMUNITY	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐1:	  Ensure	  the	  provision	  of	  sufficient	  land	  that	  is	  well	  distributed	  and	  interconnected	  
throughout	  the	  community	  for	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities.	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐2:	   	  Achieve	  and	  maintain	  a	  minimum	  overall	  citywide	  ratio	  of	  5	  acres	  of	  park	  land	  
per	  1,000	  residents.	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐3:	   Park	  acreage	  should	  be	  provided	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  following	  standards:	  

	   Neighborhood	  Park:	   3.0	  acres	  per	  1,000	  residents	  

	   Community	  Park:	   2.0	  acres	  per	  1,000	  residents	  

Policy	   CSF	   2-‐4:	   	   Develop	   new	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	   facilities	   through	   developer	   fees	   in	  
areas	  which	  are	  accessible	  and	  convenient	  to	  the	  community,	  prioritizing	  areas	  that	  are	  lacking	  
these	  facilities.	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐5:	  	  Develop	  and	  maintain	  a	  system	  of	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities	  to	  create	  
diverse	  opportunities	  for	  passive	  and	  organized	  recreation.	  	  	  



City	  of	  Brentwood	  General	  Plan	  Update	  
Community	  Services	  and	  Facilities	  	  –	  Goals,	  Policies,	  and	  Actions	  
	  

CSF-‐2	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐6:	   Uphold	   design,	   construction,	   implementation,	   and	   maintenance	   standards	   to	  
ensure	  high	  quality	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities,	  programs,	  and	  services,	  now	  and	  into	  
the	  future.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐7:	   Expand,	   renovate,	   and	   maintain	   high	   quality	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	  
facilities,	   programs,	   and	   services	   to	   accommodate	   existing	   and	   future	   needs	   that	   address	  
traditional	   and	   non-‐traditional	   recreation,	   active	   and	   passive	   recreation,	   wellness,	   historical,	  
cultural	   arts,	   environmental	   education,	   conservation,	   accessibility,	   inclusion,	   diversity,	   safety,	  
and	  new	  technology.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐8:	   Consider	   the	   effects	   of	   new	   development	   on	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	  
facilities,	  programs,	  and	  services,	  and	  condition	  new	  development	  appropriately	  to	  ensure	  that	  
the	  City	  maintains	  an	  adequate	  inventory	  and	  network	  of	  facilities	  and	  resources.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐9:	   Continue	  to	  collect	  development	  impact	  fees	  in	  order	  to	  fund	  the	  acquisition	  of	  
parkland,	  construction	  of	  new	  facilities	  and	  resources,	  and	  maintenance	  of	  City	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  
recreation	   facilities.	   The	   City	   shall	   ensure	   that	   park	   facility	   impact	   fees	   are	   collected	   for	   new	  
development	  that	  increases	  demand	  for	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities.	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐10:	  	  	  Actively	  promote	  and	  participate	  in	  regional	  coordination	  and	  planning	  efforts	  
to	   provide	   quality	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	   facilities	   throughout	   Brentwood	   and	   the	  
surrounding	   areas.	   	   The	   City	   should	   emphasize	   regional	   coordination	   to	   leverage	   funding,	  
maintenance,	   and/or	   resources	   to	   develop	   a	   diverse	   range	   of	   regional	   recreational	  
opportunities.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐11:	  	  	  Encourage	  the	  provision	  and	  dedication	  of	  parkland	  within	  future	  development	  
projects	  in	  order	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  City	  maintains	  an	  extensive	  network	  of	  neighborhood	  parks	  
that	  serve	  all	  areas	  of	  the	  community.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐12:	  Through	  conditions	  of	  approval	  and/or	  development	  agreements,	  ensure	  that	  
the	  development	  of	  new	  parks,	   trails,	  and	  recreation	   facilities	  occurs	  during	   the	   infrastructure	  
construction	   phase	   of	   new	   development	   projects	   so	   that	   they	   are	   open	   and	   available	   to	   the	  
public	  prior	  to	  completion	  of	  the	  project.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐13:	  	  Promote	  the	  development	  of	  a	  diverse	  network	  of	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  
facilities	  that	  support	  traditional	  and	  non-‐traditional	  recreational	  uses.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐14:	  	  Emphasize	  and	  prioritize	  public	  outreach	  and	  educational	  programs	  that	  inform	  
the	   community	   of	   available	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	   facilities,	   programs,	   and	   services	  
available	   in	   order	   to	   increase	   and	   enhance	   community	   use	   of	   these	   facilities,	   programs,	   and	  
services.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐15:	  	  Continue	  the	  City’s	  current	  practice	  of	  holding	  public	  meetings	  and	  workshops	  
for	  community	  participation	  and	  input	  with	  respect	  to	  the	  design	  of	  new	  (and/or	  the	  renovation	  
of	  existing)	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities.	  	  	  
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Policy	  CSF	  2-‐16:	  Encourage	  community	  and	  volunteer	  efforts	   to	  assist	   in	   the	  maintenance	  and	  
beautification	  of	  parks,	  trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities	  in	  Brentwood.	  	  	  

Policy	   CSF	   2-‐17:	  Encourage	   and	  maintain	   diverse	  public	   access	   to	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	  
facilities	  to	  the	  greatest	  extent	  feasible.	  	  	  

Policy	   CSF	   2-‐18:	   Support	   recreational	   activities,	   events,	   organized	   sports	   leagues,	   and	   other	  
programs	  that	  serve	  broad	  segments	  of	  the	  community.	  	  	  

Policy	  CSF	  2-‐19:	  	  Allow	  parks	  as	  a	  permitted	  use	  in	  all	  residential	  land	  use	  designations.	  

Action	   CSF	   2a:	   Continuously	   monitor	   the	   condition	   of	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	  
facilities	  throughout	  the	  community	  and	  prioritize	  the	  rehabilitation	  of	  existing	  facilities	  
that	  serve	  the	  greatest	  number	  of	  residents.	  	  	  

Action	   CSF	   2b:	   Prepare	   and	   maintain	   a	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	   facilities	  
development	  and	  funding	  schedule	  based	  on	  periodic	  assessments	  of	  community	  needs	  
and	  the	  condition	  of	  existing	  facilities.	  	  	  

Action	  CSF	  2c:	   Investigate	   and	   pursue	   a	   diverse	   range	   of	   funding	   opportunities	   for	  
parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	   facilities,	   including	   but	   not	   limited	   to,	   grants,	   joint	  
use/management	  strategies,	  user	  fees,	  assessment	  districts,	  homeowners’	  associations,	  
non-‐profit	   organizations,	   and	   management	   assistance	   through	   Federal,	   State,	   and	  
regional	  partnerships.	  	  	  

Action	  CSF	  2d:	   Develop	  and	  maintain	  a	   comprehensive	  Parks	  and	  Landscape	  Standard	  
Plans	  and	  Specifications	  document	  for	  parks,	   trails,	  and	  recreation	  facilities.	   	  The	  Parks	  
and	   Landscape	   Standard	   Plans	   and	   Specifications	   document	   should	   address,	   at	   a	  
minimum,	  the	  following:	  

• Facility	  size	  and	  service	  area	  

• Location	  

• Site	  characteristics	  

• Basic	  design	  elements	  

• Optional	  design	  elements	  

• Accessibility	  standards	  

• Utility	  and	  infrastructure	  requirements	  

• Maintenance	  requirements	  

Development	   standards	   shall	   be	   included	   for	   all	   types	   of	   parks,	   trails,	   and	   recreation	  
facilities,	   including	   neighborhood	   parks,	   community	   parks,	   sports	   parks,	   special	   use	  
parks,	  trails,	  natural	  open	  space,	  and	  detention	  basins	  managed	  by	  the	  City.	  	  	  
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4	  of	  the	  General	  Plan	  Existing	  Conditions	  Report),	  a	  site-‐specific	  soils	  study	  shall	  be	  prepared.	  	  All	  
structures	   and	   building	   foundations	   located	   within	   areas	   containing	   expansive	   soils	   shall	   be	  
designed	   and	   engineered	   to	   comply	   with	   the	   most	   current	   version	   of	   the	   California	   Building	  
Standards	  Code.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  1a:	  Require	  the	  submission	  of	  geologic	  and	  soils	  reports	  for	  all	  new	  developments.	  	  
The	   geologic	   risk	   areas	   that	   are	   determined	   from	   these	   studies	   shall	   have	   standards	  
established	  and	  recommendations	  shall	  be	  incorporated	  into	  development.	  

Action	   SA	   1b:	   All	   building	   code	   requirements	   shall	   be	   adhered	   to	   so	   as	   to	   provide	   for	  
maximum	   safety	   requirements.	   	   Inspections	   for	   compliance	   shall	   be	   made	   by	   the	  
Neighborhood	  Services	  Division	  prior	  to	  approval	  for	  occupancy.	  

Action	   SA	   1c:	   Require	   strict	   adherence	   to	   the	   requirements	   of	   the	   California	   Building	  
Standards	  Code	  in	  all	  areas	  of	  the	  city	  and,	  during	  the	  development	  review	  process,	  ensure	  
that	  public	  and	  critical	  use	  buildings	   shall	  not	  be	   located	   in	  areas	   susceptible	   to	  potential	  
natural	  hazards.	  

	  Action	  SA	  1d:	  Any	  critical	  use	  building	  shall	  meet	  earthquake	  codes	  and	  standards.	  

Action	  SA	  1e:	  Regularly	  review	  the	  structural	  integrity	  of	  all	  existing	  City	  facilities	  and,	  if	  any	  
facilities	  are	  found	  unsatisfactory,	  take	  steps	  to	  ensure	  structural	  integrity	  and	  safety.	  

Action	  SA	  1f:	  	  As	  part	  of	  the	  development	  review	  process,	  ensure	  development	  applications	  
incorporate	   drainage	   and	   erosion	   standards	   identified	   in	   the	   Brentwood	  Municipal	   Code.	  
Inspections	  by	  the	  Neighborhood	  Services	  Division	  and	  the	  Engineering	  Division	  will	  ensure	  
compliance.	  

Action	   SA	   1g:	   When	   a	   change	   in	   natural	   grade	   or	   removal	   of	   existing	   vegetation	   is	  
necessary,	   appropriate	   vegetative	   cover	   to	   stabilize	   slopes	   and	   reduce	   erosion	   shall	   be	  
required.	  	  This	  shall	  be	  accomplished	  through	  the	  development	  and	  design	  review	  process.	  

Action	   SA	  1h:	   	  Annually	   review	   revisions	   to	   the	  California	  Building	   Standards	  Code	   (CBSC)	  
and	   consider	   adoption	   of	   updates	   to	   the	   CBSC	   that	   include	   new	   or	   revised	   measures	   to	  
avoid	  or	  reduce	  the	  potential	  for	  damage	  to	  structures	  and	  facilities	  caused	  by	  seismic	  and	  
other	  geologic	  hazards.	  

Action	   SA	   1i:	   	   As	   applications	   for	   building	   permits	   are	   received,	   identify	   and	   inspect	  
seismically	  unsafe	  buildings	  and	  structures,	  including	  unreinforced	  masonry	  buildings.	  

Action	   SA	   1j:	   	   Explore	   programs	   and	   funding	   sources	   that	   would	   encourage,	   assist,	   or	  
provide	   incentives	  to	  property	  owners	  to	  retrofit	   their	  buildings	  for	  seismic	  safety,	  such	  as	  
the	  Unreinforced	  Masonry	  (URM)	  program.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  1k:	  	  	  Adopt	  a	  hillside	  grading	  ordinance.	  

Action	   SA	  1l:	   	   	  Monitor	  withdrawal	  of	  groundwater,	   oil,	   and	  gas,	  maintain	   land	  elevation	  
records,	  and	  regulate	  overdraft	  to	  prevent	  subsidence.	  
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Action	   SA	   1m:	   	   	   Regulate	   abandoned	   wells	   and	   the	   removal	   of	   abandoned	   underground	  
irrigation	  and	  drainage	  systems.	  

Action	  SA	  1n:	  	  	  Maintain	  an	  inventory	  of	  all	  natural	  hazards,	  including	  active	  faults,	  Alquist-‐
Priolo	  Special	  Study	  Zones,	  floodplains,	  and	  projected	  dam	  failure	  inundation	  areas.	  

FLOODING	  

GOAL	  SA	  2	   REDUCE	  RISKS	  TO	  HUMAN	  LIFE,	  PROPERTY,	  AND	  PUBLIC	  SERVICES	  ASSOCIATED	  WITH	  
FLOODING	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐1:	  	  Support	  and	  participate	  in	  planning	  efforts	  undertaken	  at	  the	  regional,	  State,	  and	  
Federal	  levels	  to	  improve	  flood	  management	  facilities	  throughout	  Contra	  Costa	  County.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐2:	  	  Require	  all	  development	  projects	  to	  demonstrate	  how	  storm	  water	  runoff	  will	  be	  
detained	  or	  retained	  on-‐site,	  treated,	  and/or	  conveyed	  to	  the	  nearest	  drainage	  facility	  as	  part	  of	  
the	   development	   review	   process.	   	   Project	   applicants	   shall	   demonstrate	   that	   project	  
implementation	   would	   not	   result	   in	   increases	   in	   the	   peak	   flow	   runoff	   to	   adjacent	   lands	   or	  
drainage	  facilities.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐3:	   	  Ensure	  that	  construction	  activities	  will	  not	  result	   in	  adverse	   impacts	   to	  existing	  
flood	  control	  and	  drainage	  structures.	  	  	  

Policy	   SA	   2-‐4:	   	   For	   properties	   located	   within	   a	   flood	   hazard	   zone,	   as	   identified	   on	   the	  most	  
recent	  FEMA	  floodplain	  map	  or	  identified	  by	  the	  California	  Department	  of	  Water	  Resources,	  the	  
City	   shall	   not	   enter	   into	   a	   development	   agreement,	   approve	   any	   discretionary	   entitlement,	  
tentative	  parcel	  map,	  parcel	  map,	  final	  map,	  or	  any	  ministerial	  permit	  that	  would	  result	   in	  the	  
construction	   of	   a	   new	   residence	   unless	   flood	   protection	   findings	   consistent	   with	   the	  
requirements	   of	   California	   Government	   Code	   Sections	   65865.5,	   65962,	   66474.5	   can	   be	  made	  
and	  documented.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐5:	   	  All	  new	  development	  within	  an	   identified	   floodplain	  shall	  be	  built	  according	   to	  
Federal	  Emergency	  Management	  Agency	  standards.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐6:	  	  Unless	  otherwise	  mitigated,	  require	  new	  structures	  to	  be	  located	  outside	  of	  the	  
100-‐year	  floodplain	  to	  the	  greatest	  extent	  feasible.	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐7:	   	  Monitor	  ongoing	  efforts	  by	  Federal	   and	  State	  agencies	   to	  update	   flood	  hazard	  
maps	  within	  Brentwood	  and	  Contra	  Costa	  County.	  	  	  

Policy	   SA	   2-‐8:	   	   Encourage	   and	   accommodate	   multipurpose	   flood	   control	   projects	   that	  
incorporate	   recreation,	   resource	   conservation,	   preservation	   of	   natural	   riparian	   habitat,	   and	  
scenic	  values	  of	  Brentwood’s	  streams,	  creeks,	  and	  wetland/riparian	  areas.	   	  Where	  appropriate	  
and	   feasible,	   the	   City	   shall	   also	   encourage	   the	   use	   of	   flood	   and/or	   storm	   water	   retention	  
facilities	  for	  use	  as	  groundwater	  recharge	  facilities.	  	  	  

Policy	   SA	   2-‐9:	   	   Encourage	   flood	   control	   measures	   that	   respect	   natural	   drainage	   features,	  
vegetation,	   and	   natural	   waterways,	   while	   still	   providing	   for	   adequate	   flood	   control	   and	  
protection.	  	  	  
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Policy	  SA	  2-‐10:	  	  Continue	  efforts	  to	  reduce	  flooding	  potential,	  by	  working	  with	  the	  Contra	  Costa	  
County	   Flood	   Control	   &	   Water	   Conservation	   District	   in	   upgrading	   and	   expanding	   the	   storm	  
drainage	  system.	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐11:	  	  Ensure	  that	  new	  development	  or	  governmental	  action	  does	  not	  compound	  the	  
potential	  for	  flooding.	  	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐12:	  	  Encourage	  all	  new	  development	  to	  be	  designed	  to	  minimize	  vegetation	  removal,	  
soil	  compaction,	  and	  site	  coverage.	  

Policy	  SA	  2-‐13:	   Ensure	   that	   adequate	   drainage	   and	   erosion	   control	   measures	   are	   provided	  
during	  construction	  of	  all	  new	  development.	  

Action	  SA	  2a:	  	  Develop	  a	  Flooding	  and	  Drainage	  Master	  Plan	  that	  addresses	  the	  following,	  
at	  a	  minimum:	  

a. Storm	  water	  and	  drainage	  improvements	  for	  all	  areas	  of	  the	  city	  that	  are	  needed	  to	  
accommodate	  existing	  and	  planned	  growth;	  

b. Standards	  for	  on	  and	  off-‐site	  storm	  water	  and	  flooding	  improvements	  to	  ensure	  no	  
adverse	  impacts	  to	  adjacent	  or	  nearby	  properties;	  

c. Standard	  measures	   to	   be	   used	  by	   new	  development	   to	   address	   localized	   flooding	  
impacts;	  

d. Identification	   of	   areas	   for	   stream	   channel	   or	   flood	   control	   conveyance	   system	  
enlargement	  and/or	  stabilization;	  	  

e. Operation,	  maintenance,	  and	  funding	  of	  flood	  control	  and	  drainage	  facilities;	  and	  

f. Opportunities	   for	  multipurpose	   flood	   control	   projects	   that	   incorporate	   recreation,	  
resource	  conservation,	  preservation	  of	  natural	  riparian	  habitat,	  and	  scenic	  values	  of	  
the	  city’s	  streams,	  creeks,	  and	  wetland/riparian	  areas.	  

Action	   SA	  2b:	   	  During	   the	   annual	   preparation	   of	   the	  Capital	   Improvement	   Program	   (CIP),	  
review	   the	   conditions	   of	   bridges,	   culverts,	   and	   other	   flood	   control	   and	   storm	   water	  
conveyance	   infrastructure,	   and	   include	   necessary	   improvements	   within	   the	   CIP	   to	   ensure	  
safety	  of	  persons	  in	  the	  city	  and	  adequate	  conveyance	  of	  flood	  waters.	  

Action	  SA	  2c:	  	  Seek	  State	  and	  Federal	  funding	  for	  flood	  control	  and	  drainage	  infrastructure	  
improvements.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  2d:	   	  Review	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code,	   including	  Chapter	  15.07	  (Floodplain	  
Management),	   and	   revise	   as	   necessary	   to	   ensure	   that	   development	   standards	   are	  
consistent	  with	  the	  requirements	  of	  State	   law,	   including	  Government	  Code	  Section	  65007.	  	  
Development	  and	  building	  standards	  shall	  require	  the	  following:	  

a. New	   structures	   proposed	   for	   location	   within	   the	   100-‐year	   floodplain	   shall	   be	  
elevated	  one	  (1)	  foot	  or	  more	  above	  the	  100-‐year	  flood	  elevation.	  	  	  



City	  of	  Brentwood	  General	  Plan	  Update	  
Safety	  	  –	  Goals,	  Policies,	  and	  Actions	  
	  

SA-‐5	  

b. New	  construction	   in	   the	  100-‐year	   floodplain	   shall	  be	  designed	  and	  constructed	  so	  
that	   it	   does	   not	   contribute	   to	   cumulative	   flooding	   problems	   that	   could	   pose	   a	  
hazard	  to	  surrounding	  property	  owners	  or	  the	  public.	  	  	  

c. Discourage	   extensive	   areas	   of	   impermeable	   surfaces	   and	   promote	   the	   use	   of	  
permeable	  materials	  for	  surfaces	  such	  as	  driveways	  and	  parking	  lots.	  	  	  

d. Ensure	   that	  new	  development	  within	  areas	  prone	   to	   flooding	   includes	  all-‐weather	  
access	  roads	  or	  other	  measures	  to	  ensure	  adequate	  access	  during	  a	  flood	  event.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  2e:	  Maintain	  unimproved	  drainage	  channels	  on	  a	  periodic	  basis.	  

Action	   SA	   2f:	   As	   part	   of	   the	   development	   review	   process,	   require	   developers	   to	   prepare	  
hydrological	   studies	  as	  necessary.	   	   Studies	   shall	  encompass	   the	  project	   site	  as	  well	  as	   the	  
entire	  drainage	  area.	  

EMERGENCY	  PREPAREDNESS	  

GOAL	  SA	  3:	   PROTECT	   THE	   SAFETY	   OF	   LIFE	   AND	   PROPERTY	   THROUGHOUT	   THE	   BRENTWOOD	  
COMMUNITY	  BY	  PROVIDING	  HIGH	  QUALITY	  EMERGENCY	  SERVICES	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐1:	  	  Continue	  to	  maintain	  and	  implement	  the	  Emergency	  Operations	  Plan.	  	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐2:	  	  Provide	  an	  effective	  communications	  system	  to	  properly	  respond	  to	  emergencies.	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐3:	  	  Keep	  emergency	  access	  routes	  free	  of	  traffic	  impediments.	  	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐4:	  	  Coordinate	  with	  the	  Contra	  Costa	  County	  Sheriff	  and	  the	  California	  Standardized	  
Emergency	  Management	  System	  (SEMS)	  to	  ensure	  coordinated	   local	  and	  State-‐level	  responses	  
in	  the	  event	  of	  an	  emergency.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐5:	  	  Ensure	  that	  all	  areas	  of	  the	  city	  are	  accessible	  to	  emergency	  response	  providers.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐6:	  	  Continue	  to	  promote	  public	  safety	  through	  public	  education	  programs.	  	  	  

Policy	  SA	  3-‐7:	  	  Maintain	  effective	  mutual	  aid	  agreements	  for	  fire,	  police,	  medical	  response,	  mass	  
care,	  heavy	  rescue,	  and	  other	  functions	  as	  appropriate.	  

Policy	   SA	   3-‐8:	   	   Clearly	   communicate	   to	   the	   public	   the	   City’s	   plans,	   procedures,	   and	  
responsibilities	  in	  the	  event	  of	  a	  disaster	  or	  emergency.	  	  	  

Policy	   SA	   3-‐9:	   	   Encourage	   residents	   and	   community	   leaders	   to	   participate	   in	   disaster	   training	  
programs,	  such	  as	  the	  Community	  Emergency	  Response	  Team	  (CERT)	  program.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  3a:	  	  Support	  regional	  earthquake	  preparedness	  activities	  such	  as	  strapping	  water	  
heaters,	   organizing	   periodic	   citywide	   earthquake	   drills,	   providing	   first	   aid	   training	   and	  
disaster	   preparedness	   classes	   to	   neighborhood	   groups,	   and	   encouraging	   residents	   and	  
businesses	  to	  stockpile	  emergency	  food,	  water,	  and	  medical	  supplies.	  	  	  
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Action	  SA	  3b:	  	  Support	  regional	  disaster	  planning	  and	  emergency	  response	  planning	  efforts,	  
including	   the	   Multi-‐Jurisdictional	   Local	   Government	   Hazard	   Mitigation	   Plan	   for	   the	   San	  
Francisco	  Bay	  Area.	  	  	  

Action	   SA	   3c:	   	   Encourage	   schools,	   neighborhood	   associations,	   mobile	   home	   park	  
associations,	   and	   other	   interested	   groups	   to	   teach	   first	   aid	   and	   disaster	   preparedness,	  
including	   Community	   Emergency	   Response	   Team	   (CERT)	   programs,	   Map	   Your	  
Neighborhood	  programs,	  and	  other	  tools	  available	  to	  neighborhood	  and	  community	  groups	  
to	  improve	  disaster	  preparedness.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  3d:	   	  Provide	  opportunities	   for	  periodic	  and	  ongoing	  training,	   including	  refresher	  
courses,	  for	  residents	  who	  have	  completed	  local	  community	  disaster	  preparedness	  training.	  	  	  

Action	   SA	   3e:	   	   Periodically	   review,	   maintain,	   and	   repair	   City	   roadways	   and	   emergency	  
access	  routes,	  and	  provide	  signage,	  where	  necessary,	   to	  clearly	   identify	  emergency	  access	  
routes.	  

Action	  SA	  3f:	   	   Seek	   funding	   from	  State,	  Federal,	  and	  other	   sources	   to	  assist	   in	  emergency	  
management	   planning,	   including	   community	   education	   and	   outreach	   describing	   public	  
procedures	  and	  evacuation	  routes	  in	  the	  event	  of	  an	  emergency	  or	  natural	  disaster.	  	  	  

Action	   SA	   3g:	   	   Develop	   and	   annually	   update	   an	   emergency	   contact	   list	   and	   emergency	  
response	   information	   on	   the	   City’s	   website.	   The	   information	   should	   include	   emergency	  
access	   routes,	   available	   emergency	   resources,	   and	   contact	   information	   for	   emergency	  
responders.	  	  	  

Action	   SA	   3h:	   	  Develop	   a	   public	   information	   program	  which	  will	   provide	   all	   citizens	  with	  
access	  to	  needed	  information	  concerning	  disaster	  preparedness	  and	  safety.	  

Action	  SA	  3i:	  	  Conduct	  annual	  emergency	  response	  drills	  with	  key	  members	  of	  the	  City,	  local	  
leaders,	  and	  emergency	  response	  personnel.	  	  The	  training	  should	  include	  the	  dissemination	  
of	  information	  to	  the	  public	  regarding	  emergency	  response	  procedures,	  resources,	  and	  City	  
responsibilities.	  	  	  

Action	  SA	  3j:	   	   	  Establish	  procedures	  to	  allow	  local	  citizens	  and	  community	  groups	  to	  utilize	  
City-‐owned	  facilities	  to	  conduct	  disaster	  training	  and	  preparedness	  training	  programs.	  	  	  

HAZARDOUS	  MATERIALS	  

GOAL	  SA	  4	   	   PROTECT	  CITIZENS	  FROM	  DANGERS	  RELATED	  TO	  THE	  MOVEMENT,	  STORAGE,	  
AND	  MANUFACTURE	  OF	  HAZARDOUS	  MATERIALS	  

Policy	  SA	  4-‐1:	  	  Encourage	  producers	  and	  users	  of	  hazardous	  materials	  to	  reduce	  the	  amounts	  of	  
hazardous	  materials	  generated.	  

Policy	   SA	   4-‐2:	   	   Require	   hazardous	  waste	   generated	  within	   the	   city	   limits	   of	   Brentwood	   to	   be	  
disposed	  of	  in	  a	  safe	  manner,	  consistent	  with	  all	  applicable	  local,	  State,	  and	  Federal	  laws.	  
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Policy	   SA	   4-‐3:	   	   Hazardous	   materials	   shall	   be	   stored	   in	   a	   safe	   manner,	   consistent	   with	   all	  
applicable	  local,	  State,	  and	  Federal	  laws.	  

Policy	   SA	   4-‐4:	   	   Coordinate	   with	   the	   East	   Contra	   Costa	   Fire	   Protection	   District	   to	   ensure	   that	  
businesses	   in	   Brentwood	   which	   handle	   hazardous	   materials	   prepare	   and	   file	   a	   Hazardous	  
Materials	  Business	  Plan	  (HMBP).	  	  The	  HMBP	  shall	  consist	  of	  general	  business	  information,	  basic	  
information	   on	   the	   location,	   type,	   quantity,	   and	   health	   risks	   of	   hazardous	   materials,	   and	  
emergency	  response	  and	  training	  plans.	  

Policy	   SA	   4-‐5:	   	   Require	   compliance	  with	   Contra	   Costa	   County’s	   Countywide	   Integrated	  Waste	  
Management	  Plan	  as	  well	  as	  all	  of	  the	  Consolidated	  Unified	  Protection	  Agency	  (CUPA)	  program	  
elements.	  	  	  

Action	   SA	   4a:	   Provide	   educational	   opportunities	   for	   generators	   of	   small	   quantity,	  
household,	   and	   agricultural	   waste	   products	   regarding	   their	   responsibilities	   for	   source	  
reduction	  and	  proper	  and	  safe	  hazardous	  waste	  management	  and	  disposal.	  

Action	  SA	  4b:	  Provide	  a	  convenient	  program	  for	  the	  local	  disposal	  of	  household	  hazardous	  
wastes	  at	  Brentwood’s	  Solid	  Waste	  Transfer	  Station	  on	  a	  routine	  basis.	   	  The	  availability	  of	  
the	  program	  should	  be	  widely	  publicized	  throughout	  the	  community.   

Action	  SA	  4c:	  Work	  cooperatively	  with	  the	  East	  Contra	  Costa	  Fire	  Protection	  District	  to	  train	  
local	  police	  and	  fire	  personnel	  in	  the	  specialized	  handling	  and	  cleanup	  procedures	  that	  are	  
required	  for	  radioactive,	  toxic,	  and	  hazardous	  substance	  spills.	  

Action	  SA	  4d:	  Prepare	  and	  maintain	  an	  inventory	  of	  environmentally	  contaminated	  sites	  to	  
educate	   future	   property	   owners	   about	   contamination	   from	   previous	   uses.	   	   The	   City	   shall	  
work	  directly	  with	  property	  owners	   in	  the	  cleanup	  of	  these	  sites,	  particularly	   in	  areas	  with	  
redevelopment	  potential.	  	  	  
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 GOAL N 1 PRESERVE THE SMALL-TOWN NOISE ENVIRONMENT 
AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND USES 
BY MINIMIZING EXPOSURE TO HARMFUL AND EXCESSIVE NOISE	  

Policy	  N	  1.1:	   Ensure	  the	  noise	  compatibility	  of	  existing	  and	  future	  development	  when	  making	  

land	  use	  planning	  decisions.	  

Policy	  N	  1.2:	   Require	  development	  and	  infrastructure	  projects	  to	  be	  consistent	  with	  the	  Land	  
Use	  Compatibility	  for	  Community	  Noise	  Environments	  standards	  indicated	  in	  Table	  N-‐1	  
to	  ensure	  acceptable	  noise	  levels	  for	  existing	  and	  future	  development.	  	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.3:	   Require	   new	   development	   to	  mitigate	   excessive	   noise	   through	   best	   practices,	  

including	  building	  location	  and	  orientation,	  building	  design	  features,	  placement	  of	  noise-‐
generating	   equipment	   away	   from	   sensitive	   receptors,	   shielding	   of	   noise-‐generating	  
equipment,	  placement	  of	  noise-‐tolerant	   features	  between	  noise	   sources	   and	   sensitive	  

receptors,	  and	  use	  of	  noise-‐minimizing	  materials	  such	  as	  rubberized	  asphalt.	  	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.4:	   Require	   mixed-‐use	   projects	   to	   minimize	   noise	   exposure	   for	   indoor	   areas	   of	  
nearby	   residential	   areas	   through	   the	   use	   of	   noise	   attenuating	   building	   materials,	  
engineering	   techniques,	   and	   site	   design	   practices.	   	   Site	   design	   practices	   may	   include	  

locating	   mechanical	   equipment,	   loading	   bays,	   parking	   lots,	   driveways,	   and	   trash	  
enclosures	   away	   from	   residential	   uses,	   and	   providing	   noise-‐attenuating	   screening	  
features	  on-‐site.	  	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.5:	   Periodically	  review	  and	  update,	  as	  necessary,	  Chapter	  9.32	  (Noise	  Regulations)	  

of	   the	   Brentwood	  Municipal	   Code	   in	   order	   to	   address	   issues	   such	   as	   excessive	   noise	  
from	   commercial,	   industrial,	   and	   other	   noise	   generating	   land	   uses,	   as	   well	   as	   vehicle	  
noise,	  to	  the	  extent	  allowed	  by	  State	  law.	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.6:	   Require	   acoustical	   studies	   for	   new	   developments	   and	   transportation	  

improvements	  that	  affect	  noise-‐sensitive	  uses	  such	  as	  schools,	  hospitals,	  libraries,	  group	  
care	  facilities,	  convalescent	  homes,	  and	  residential	  areas.	  

Policy	  N	  1.7:	   For	   projects	   that	   are	   required	   by	   the	   California	   Environmental	   Quality	   Act	  
(CEQA)	   to	  analyze	  noise	   impacts,	   the	   following	  criteria	   shall	  be	  used	   to	  determine	   the	  

significance	  of	  those	  impacts:	  	  	  

Stationary	  and	  Non-‐Transportation	  Noise	  Sources	  

• A	   significant	   impact	   will	   occur	   if	   the	   project	   results	   in	   an	   exceedance	   of	   the	  
noise	   level	  standards	  contained	   in	  this	  element,	  or	  the	  project	  will	   result	   in	  an	  
increase	  in	  ambient	  noise	  levels	  by	  more	  than	  3	  dB,	  whichever	  is	  greater.	  
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Transportation	  Noise	  Sources	  

• Where	  existing	  traffic	  noise	  levels	  are	  less	  than	  60	  dB	  Ldn	  at	  the	  outdoor	  activity	  
areas	  of	  noise-‐sensitive	  uses,	  a	  +5	  dB	  Ldn	  increase	  in	  roadway	  noise	  levels	  will	  be	  
considered	  significant;	  and	  

• Where	   existing	   traffic	   noise	   levels	   range	   between	   60	   and	   65	   dB	   Ldn	   at	   the	  
outdoor	  activity	   areas	  of	  noise-‐sensitive	  uses,	   a	  +3	  dB	   Ldn	   increase	   in	   roadway	  
noise	  levels	  will	  be	  considered	  significant;	  and	  

• Where	   existing	   traffic	   noise	   levels	   are	   greater	   than	   65	   dB	   Ldn	   at	   the	   outdoor	  
activity	   areas	  of	  noise-‐sensitive	  uses,	   a	   +	  1.5	  dB	   Ldn	   increase	   in	   roadway	  noise	  
levels	  will	  be	  considered	  significant.	  

Policy	  N	  1.8:	   Support	   noise-‐compatible	   land	   uses	   along	   existing	   and	  

future	  roadways,	  including	  County,	  State,	  and	  Federal	  routes.	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.9:	   Local	  truck	  traffic,	  including	  loading	  and	  unloading,	  shall	  
be	   limited	   to	   specific	   routes,	   times,	   and	   speeds	   appropriate	   to	  

each	  zoning	  district.	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.10:	   Work	   with	   Caltrans	   to	   ensure	   that	   adequate	   noise	  
studies	  are	  prepared	  and	  alternative	  noise	  mitigation	  measures	  
are	  considered	  in	  State	  transportation	  projects.	  

Policy	  N	  1.11:	   Ensure	   that	   existing	   development	   is	   protected,	   to	   the	  

greatest	  extent	  feasible,	  from	  noise	  impacts	  due	  to	  construction	  on	  adjacent	  or	  nearby	  
properties.	  

Policy	  N	  1.12:	   Work	  cooperatively	  with	  the	  Contra	  Costa	  County	  Airport	  Land	  Use	  Commission	  
to	  minimize	  noise	   impacts	   from	  airspace	  activities	   in	  Brentwood,	   such	  as	  airplane	  and	  

helicopter	  flights.	  

Non-‐Transportation	  Noise	  

Policy	  N	  1.13:	   Control	  non-‐transportation	  related	  noise	  from	  site	  specific	  noise	  sources	  to	  the	  
standards	  shown	  in	  Table	  N-‐2.	  	  	  

Policy	  N	  1.14:	   Ensure	  that	  new	  development	  does	  not	  result	   in	   indoor	  noise	   levels	  exceeding	  
45	  dBA	  Ldn	  for	  residential	  uses.	  

Policy	  N	  1.15:	  Require	  construction	  activities	  to	  comply	  with	  standard	  best	  practices	  (see	  Action	  

N	  1e).	  

Action	  N	  1a:	   Update	   Chapter	   9.32	   and	   Title	   17	   of	   the	   Brentwood	  Municipal	  
Code	   to	   ensure	   that	   the	   noise	   standards	   are	   consistent	   with	   this	   element,	  
including	  Tables	  N-‐1	  and	  N-‐2,	  and	  to	  require	  new	  residential,	  mixed-‐use	  with	  a	  
residential	  component,	  and	  other	  noise-‐sensitive	  development	  to	  be	  designed	  to	  

A-weighted decibels, abbreviated 
dBA, are an expression of the 

relative loudness of sounds in air as 
perceived by the human ear. Sample 

dBA sound levels are shown in 
Table N-3.  

 
 Average noise exposure over a 24-
hour period is presented as a day-
night average sound level, or Ldn.  
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minimize	   noise	   exposure	   to	   noise	   sensitive	   uses	   through	   incorporation	   of	   site	  
planning	  and	  architectural	  techniques.	  

Action	  N	  1b:	   	  Review	  new	  development	  projects	   for	   compliance	  with	   the	  noise	  
requirements	  established	  in	  this	  element,	  including	  the	  standards	  established	  in	  
Tables	  N-‐1	  and	  N-‐2.	   	  Where	  necessary,	   require	  mitigation	  measures	   to	  achieve	  
the	  noise	  standards.	  

Action	   N	   1c:	   	   Require	   acoustical	   studies	   for	   all	   new	   discretionary	   projects,	  
including	   those	   related	   to	   development	   and	   transportation,	   which	   have	   the	  
potential	  to	  generate	  noise	  impacts	  which	  exceed	  the	  standards	  identified	  in	  this	  
element.	   	   The	   studies	   shall	   include	   representative	   noise	   measurements,	  
estimates	   of	   existing	   and	   projected	   noise	   levels,	   and	   mitigation	   measures	  
necessary	  to	  ensure	  compliance	  with	  this	  element	  and	  relevant	  noise	  standards	  
in	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code.	  

Action	  N	  1d:	  	   Coordinate	  with	  Caltrans,	   the	  cities	  of	  Antioch	  and	  Oakley,	  and	  
Contra	  Costa	  County,	  when	  necessary,	  to	  ensure	  that	  these	  agencies	  obtain	  City	  
concurrence	   prior	   to	   initiating	   any	   noise	   mitigation	   or	   other	   project	   affecting	  
Brentwood.	  

Action	  N	  1e:	  	   During	  the	  environmental	  review	  process,	  determine	  if	  proposed	  
construction	   will	   constitute	   a	   significant	   impact	   on	   nearby	   residents	   and,	   if	  
necessary,	  require	  mitigation	  measures	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  standard	  best	  practice	  
controls.	  	  Suggested	  best	  practices	  for	  control	  of	  construction	  noise	  include:	  

 Construction	  period	  shall	  be	  less	  than	  12	  months.	  

 Noise-‐generating	   construction	   activities,	   including	   truck	   traffic	   coming	  
to	   and	   from	   the	   construction	   site	   for	   any	   purpose,	   shall	   be	   limited	   to	  
between	  the	  hours	  of	  7:00	  am	  and	  6:00	  pm	  on	  weekdays,	  and	  between	  
8:00	   am	   and	   5:00	   pm	   on	   Saturdays.	   	   No	   construction	   shall	   occur	   on	  
Sundays	  or	  City	  holidays.	  

 All	  equipment	  driven	  by	   internal	   combustion	  engines	  shall	  be	  equipped	  
with	   mufflers,	   which	   are	   in	   good	   condition	   and	   appropriate	   for	   the	  
equipment.	  	  	  

 The	   construction	   contractor	   shall	   utilize	   “quiet”	   models	   of	   air	  
compressors	  and	  other	  stationary	  noise	  sources	  where	  technology	  exists.	  	  	  

 At	   all	   times	   during	   project	   grading	   and	   construction,	   stationary	   noise-‐
generating	   equipment	   shall	   be	   located	   as	   far	   as	   practicable	   from	  
sensitive	   receptors	   and	   placed	   so	   that	   emitted	   noise	   is	   directed	   away	  
from	  residences.	  	  	  

 Unnecessary	  idling	  of	  internal	  combustion	  engines	  shall	  be	  prohibited.	  

 Construction	   staging	   areas	   shall	   be	   established	   at	   locations	   that	   will	  
create	   the	   greatest	   distance	   between	   the	   construction-‐related	   noise	  
sources	  and	  noise-‐sensitive	   receptors	  nearest	   the	  project	  site	  during	  all	  
project	  construction.	  	  



N-‐4	  

 The	  required	  construction-‐related	  noise	  mitigation	  plan	  shall	  also	  specify	  
that	   haul	   truck	   deliveries	   are	   subject	   to	   the	   same	   hours	   specified	   for	  
construction	  equipment.	  	  	  

 Neighbors	   located	  adjacent	   to	   the	   construction	   site	   shall	  be	  notified	  of	  
the	  construction	  schedule	  in	  writing.	  

 The	   construction	   contractor	   shall	   designate	   a	   “noise	   disturbance	  
coordinator”	   who	   will	   be	   responsible	   for	   responding	   to	   any	   local	  
complaints	  about	  construction	  noise.	  	  The	  disturbance	  coordinator	  shall	  
be	   responsible	   for	   determining	   the	   cause	   of	   the	   noise	   complaint	   (e.g.,	  
starting	   too	   early,	   poor	   muffler,	   etc.)	   and	   instituting	   reasonable	  
measures	  as	  warranted	  to	  correct	  the	  problem.	  	  A	  telephone	  number	  for	  
the	   disturbance	   coordinator	   shall	   be	   conspicuously	   posted	   at	   the	  
construction	  site.	  

GOAL N 2: PROTECT THE CITY’S ECONOMIC BASE BY PREVENTING 
INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES FROM ENCROACHING UPON EXISTING OR 
PLANNED NOISE-PRODUCING AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRIES, FARMLAND, 
AIRPORTS, AND OTHER SOURCES  

Policy	  N	  2.1:	  Recognizing	  that	  existing	  and	  future	  traffic	  noise	  along	  the	  State	  Route	  4	  
corridor	   is	   an	   area	   of	   potential	   land	   use	   conflict	   for	   existing	   and	   future	   development,	  
reasonable	   use	   of	   this	   land	  will	   be	   allowed	  with	   an	   exterior	   noise	   exposure	   level	   not	  
exceeding	   65	   dB	   Ldn.	   	   New	   development	   that	   includes	   noise-‐sensitive	   uses	   (i.e.,	  
residential)	   along	   the	   State	   Route	   4	   corridor	   should	   incorporate	   appropriate	   noise	  
attenuation	   measures	   in	   order	   to	   maintain	   interior	   noise	   levels	   of	   45	   dB	   Ldn	   or	   less.	  	  
Application	  of	   this	  noise	   standard	   is	   intended	   to	  provide	   for	   reasonable	  exterior	  noise	  
levels	  while	  discouraging	  the	  use	  of	  excessively	  high	  and/or	  unattractive	  sound	  walls.	  	  	  

Policy	   N	   2.2:	   Recognizing	   that	   agricultural	   activities	   are	   important	   to	   Brentwood’s	  
economic	   base	   and	   that	   agricultural	   operations	   are	   characterized	   by	   increased	   noise	  
levels	   from	   the	   use	   of	   tractors,	   heavy	   equipment,	   crop	   dusting,	   agricultural	   products	  
processing,	   and	   other	   supporting	   equipment	   and	   activities,	   new	   noise	   sensitive	   land	  
uses	  that	  interface	  with	  agricultural	  lands	  must	  acknowledge	  and	  accept	  these	  increased	  
noise	  levels	  as	  part	  of	  Brentwood’s	  rural	  heritage	  and	  lifestyle.	  	  

 
Action	  N	  2a:	  As	  a	  condition	  of	  project	  approval,	   require	  new	  development	   that	  
introduces	   sensitive	   noise	   receptors	   near	   agricultural	   lands	   or	   operations	   to	  
acknowledge	  and	   comply	  with	   Chapter	   8.01	   (Right	   to	   Farm)	   of	   the	  Brentwood	  
Municipal	  Code.	  
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Table N-1 Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Environment	  

 

Exterior Noise Exposure (Ldn) Land Use Category 
	   	  

55	  
	  

60	  
	  

65	  
	  

70	  
	  

75	  
	  

80	  
	  

Single-‐Family	  Residential	   	   	   	  

Multi-‐Family	  Residential,	  Hotels,	  and	  
Motels	  

	   	   	  

Outdoor	  Sports	  and	  Recreation,	  
Neighborhood	  Parks	  and	  Playgrounds	  

	   	   	  

Schools,	  Libraries,	  Museums,	  Hospitals,	  
Personal	  Care,	  Meeting	  Halls,	  Churches	  

	   	   	  

Office	  Buildings,	  Business	  
Commercial,	  and	  Professional	  

	   	   	  

Auditoriums,	  Concert	  Halls,	  
Amphitheaters	  

	   	  

Industrial	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	  

NORMALLY	  ACCEPTABLE	  
Specified	  land	  use	  is	  satisfactory,	  based	  upon	  the	  assumption	  that	  any	  buildings	  involved	  
are	  of	  normal	  conventional	  construction,	  without	  any	  special	  insulation	  requirements	  
	  

	   	  

CONDITIONALLY	  ACCEPTABLE	  
Specified	  land	  use	  may	  be	  permitted	  only	  after	  detailed	  analysis	  of	  the	  noise	  reduction	  
requirements	  and	  needed	  noise	  insulation	  features	  included	  in	  the	  design	  
	  

	   	  

UNACCEPTABLE	  
New	  construction	  or	  development	  should	  generally	  not	  be	  undertaken	  because	  mitigation	  
is	  usually	  not	  feasible	  to	  comply	  with	  noise	  element	  policies	  
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Table N-2 Stationary (Non-Transportation) Noise Source Standards	  

Exterior Noise-Level Standardd (dBA) Land Use 
Receiving the 

Noise 

Hourly Noise-
Level Descriptor Daytime 

(7am-10pm) 
Nighttime 

(10pm-7am) 

Residential	  
Leq	  
Lmax	  

55	  

70	  
45	  
65	  

Notes:	  
a)	   The	  residential	  standards	  apply	  to	  all	  properties	   that	  are	  zoned	  for	  residential	  use.	   	  The	  exterior	  

noise	   level	   standard	   is	   to	   be	   applied	   at	   the	   property	   line	   of	   the	   receiving	   land	   use	   or	   at	   a	  
designated	  outdoor	  activity	  area	   (at	   the	  discretion	  of	   the	  Community	  Development	  Director)	  of	  
the	  new	  development.	  For	  mixed-‐use	  projects,	   the	  exterior	  noise	   level	   standard	  may	  be	  waived	  
(at	   the	   discretion	   of	   the	   Community	   Development	   Director)	   if	   the	   project	   does	   not	   include	   a	  
designated	  activity	  area	  and	  mitigation	  of	  property	   line	  noise	   is	  not	  practical.	   	  These	  noise	   level	  
standards	   do	   not	   apply	   to	   residential	   units	   established	   in	   conjunction	   with	   industrial	   or	  
commercial	   uses	   (e.g.,	   caretaker	   dwellings).	   The	   City	   can	   impose	   standards	   that	   are	   more	  
restrictive	  than	  specified	  above	  based	  upon	  determination	  of	  existing	  low	  ambient	  noise	  levels.	  

b)	   Each	  of	  the	  noise	  levels	  specified	  above	  shall	  be	  lowered	  by	  5	  dBA	  for	  tonal	  noises	  characterized	  
by	  a	  whine,	  screech,	  or	  hum,	  noises	  consisting	  primarily	  of	  speech	  or	  music,	  or	  recurring	  impulsive	  
noises.	  	  In	  no	  case	  shall	  mitigation	  be	  required	  to	  a	  level	  that	  is	  less	  than	  existing	  ambient	  noise	  
levels,	  as	  determined	  through	  measurements	  conducted	  during	  the	  same	  operational	  period	  as	  
the	  subject	  noise	  source.	  

c)	   In	  situations	  where	  the	  existing	  noise	  level	  exceeds	  the	  noise	  levels	  indicated	  in	  the	  above	  table,	  
any	  new	  noise	  source	  must	  include	  mitigation	  that	  reduces	  the	  noise	  level	  of	  the	  noise	  source	  to	  
the	  existing	  level	  plus	  3	  dB.	  

d)	   Exterior	  noise	  exposure	  level	  not	  exceeding	  65	  dB	  Ldn	  is	  allowed	  along	  the	  State	  Route	  4	  corridor,	  
the	  Union	  Pacific	  Railroad	  corridor,	  and	  arterial	  roadways.	  

Table N-3: Typical Noise Levels 

Common Outdoor Activities Noise Level 
(dBA) Common Indoor Activities 

	   -‐-‐110-‐-‐	   Rock	  Band	  

Jet	  Fly-‐over	  at	  300	  m	  (1,000	  ft)	   -‐-‐100-‐-‐	   	  

Gas	  Lawn	  Mower	  at	  1	  m	  (3	  ft)	   -‐-‐90-‐-‐	   	  
Diesel	  Truck	  at	  15	  m	  (50	  ft),	  

at	  80	  km/hr	  (50	  mph)	  
-‐-‐80-‐-‐	  

Food	  Blender	  at	  1	  m	  (3	  ft)	  
Garbage	  Disposal	  at	  1	  m	  (3	  ft)	  

Noisy	  Urban	  Area,	  Daytime	  
Gas	  Lawn	  Mower,	  30	  m	  (100	  ft)	  

-‐-‐70-‐-‐	   Vacuum	  Cleaner	  at	  3	  m	  (10	  ft)	  

Commercial	  Area	  
Heavy	  Traffic	  at	  90	  m	  (300	  ft)	  

-‐-‐60-‐-‐	   Normal	  Speech	  at	  1	  m	  (3	  ft)	  

Quiet	  Urban	  Daytime	   -‐-‐50-‐-‐	  
Large	  Business	  Office	  

Dishwasher	  in	  Next	  Room	  

Quiet	  Urban	  Nighttime	   -‐-‐40-‐-‐	  
Theater,	  Large	  Conference	  Room	  

(Background)	  
Quiet	  Suburban	  Nighttime	   -‐-‐30-‐-‐	   Library	  

Quiet	  Rural	  Nighttime	   -‐-‐20-‐-‐	  
Bedroom	  at	  Night,	  Concert	  Hall	  

(Background)	  
	   -‐-‐10-‐-‐	   Broadcast/Recording	  Studio	  

Lowest	  Threshold	  of	  Human	  Hearing	   -‐-‐0-‐-‐	   Lowest	  Threshold	  of	  Human	  Hearing	  
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Conservation	  and	  Open	  Space	  
Goals,	  Policies,	  and	  Actions	  

	  

COS-‐1 

GOAL	  COS	  1	   ENSURE	   THE	   PROVISION	   AND	   PRESERVATION	   OF	   DIVERSE	   AND	   ACCESSIBLE	   OPEN	  
SPACES	  THROUGHOUT	  THE	  BRENTWOOD	  PLANNING	  AREA	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐1:	   	  General	  Plan	   land	  use	  designations	   that	   include	  agriculture,	  permanent	  open	  
space,	  parks,	  and	  similar	  uses,	  as	  well	  as	  waterways	  (i.e.,	  Marsh	  Creek,	  Dry	  Creek,	  Deer	  Creek,	  
and	  Sand	  Creek),	  shall	  be	  considered	  open	  space.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐2:	   Preserve	  open	  space	  for	  conservation,	  recreation,	  and	  agricultural	  uses.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐3:	   Conversion	   of	   open	   space,	   as	   defined	   under	   Policy	   COS	   1-‐1,	   to	   developed	  
residential,	  commercial,	  industrial,	  or	  other	  similar	  types	  of	  uses,	  shall	  be	  strongly	  discouraged.	  	  
Undeveloped	   land	   that	   is	   designated	   for	   urban	   uses	  may	   be	   developed	   if	   needed	   to	   support	  
economic	  development,	   and	   if	   the	  proposed	  development	   is	   consistent	  with	   the	  General	  Plan	  
Land	  Use	  Map.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐4:	  Where	  possible,	  integrate	  open	  space	  and	  stream	  corridors	  with	  trails	  and	  other	  
recreational	  open	  space	  in	  an	  environmentally	  sustainable	  manner.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐5:	   Recognize	   urban	   open	   space	   as	   essential	   to	  maintaining	   a	   high	   quality	   of	   life	  
within	  the	  city	  limits	  of	  Brentwood.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐6:	   Support	   regional	   and	   local	   natural	   resource	   preservation	   plans	   of	   public	  
agencies	  that	  retain	  and	  protect	  open	  space	  within	  the	  city	  limits,	  the	  Sphere	  of	  Influence,	  and	  
the	  Planning	  Area.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐7:	   Encourage	  public	  and	  private	  efforts	  to	  preserve	  open	  space.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐8:	  Common	   or	   private	   open	   space	   that	   is	   not	   City	   property	   shall	   be	   privately	  
maintained.	  

Policy	  COS	  1-‐9:	   Encourage	   the	   protection	   and	   incorporation	   of	   existing,	   mature,	   non-‐orchard	  
trees	  and	  areas	  of	  natural	  vegetation	  as	  part	  of	  new	  development.	  

Action	  COS	  1a:	  	   Review	  all	  development	  proposals	   involving	  unincorporated	   land	  within	  
the	  jurisdiction	  of	  Contra	  Costa	  County,	  and	  within	  or	  adjacent	  to	  the	  Sphere	  of	  Influence	  
or	  Planning	  Area,	   to	  ensure	  adequate	  preservation	  of	   community	   separators	  and	  open	  
space	  resources.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  1b:	   Adopt	  an	  ordinance	  that	  specifies	  standards	  and	  responsibilities	  for	  the	  
maintenance	   of	   private	   open	   space	   lands	  within	   the	   city	   limits.	   	   The	   standards	   should	  
include	   provisions	   for	   public	   access,	   habitat	   management,	   water	   quality	   protection,	  
safety,	  and	  aesthetics.	  	  	  
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Action	  COS	  1c:	   Implement	   a	   coordinated	  and	   cost-‐effective	   plan	   for	   City	  management	  
and	  maintenance	  of	  publicly-‐owned	  open	  space	  within	  the	  city	  limits.	  	  	  

GOAL	  COS	  2	   PRESERVE	  PRODUCTIVE	  AGRICULTURAL	  LANDS	  IN	  BRENTWOOD'S	  PLANNING	  AREA	  

Policy	   COS	   2-‐1:	   Support	   and	   encourage	   the	   preservation	   of	   agricultural	   lands	   throughout	  
Brentwood’s	  Planning	  Area,	  particularly	  in	  areas	  to	  the	  south	  and	  east	  of	  the	  city	  limits.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐2:	   	  Maintain	   permanent	   agricultural	   lands	   surrounding	   the	   city	   limits	   to	   serve	   as	  
community	  separators	  and	  continue	  the	  agricultural	  heritage	  of	  Brentwood.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐3:	   Encourage	   and	   support	   programs	   that	   create	   or	   establish	   permanent	  
agricultural	  areas	  in	  Brentwood’s	  Planning	  Area.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐4:	   Participate	   in	   regional	   planning	   efforts	   with	   agencies	   such	   as	   Contra	   Costa	  
County,	   the	   cities	  of	  Antioch	  and	  Oakley,	   land	   trusts,	   and	  other	   regional	   partners	   to	   establish	  
and	  maintain	  permanent	  agricultural	  areas	  surrounding	  Brentwood.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐5:	  Work	  with	  the	  Local	  Agency	  Formation	  Commission	  (LAFCO)	  on	  issues	  of	  mutual	  
concern	  including	  the	  conservation	  of	  agricultural	  land	  through	  consistent	  use	  of	  LAFCO	  policies,	  
particularly	   those	   related	   to	   conversion	   of	   agricultural	   lands	   and	   establishment	   of	   adequate	  
buffers	  between	  agricultural	  and	  non-‐agricultural	  uses,	  and	  the	  designation	  of	  a	  reasonable	  and	  
logical	  Sphere	  of	  Influence	  (SOI)	  boundary	  for	  the	  City.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐6:	  Minimize	  conflicts	  between	  agricultural	  and	  urban	  land	  uses.	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐7:	  Require	  the	  use	  of	  buffers	  such	  as	  greenbelts,	  drainage	  features,	  parks,	  or	  other	  
improved	  and	  maintained	  features	  in	  order	  to	  separate	  residential	  and	  other	  sensitive	  land	  uses,	  
such	  as	  schools	  and	  hospitals,	  from	  agricultural	  lands	  and	  agricultural	  operations.	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐8:	  Require	  new	  development	  to	  have	  structural	  setbacks	  that	  respect	  agricultural	  
operations. 

Policy	  COS	  2-‐9:	  Developers	  shall	  be	  responsible	  for	  mitigating	  impacts	  upon	  nearby	  agriculture.	  	  
Setbacks	   and	   buffers	   shall	   be	   provided	   by	   the	   developer	   and	   not	   encroach	   upon	   productive	  
agricultural	  areas.	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐10:	  Limit	   incompatible	  uses	   (i.e.,	   schools,	   hospitals,	   and	  high	  density	   residential)	  
near	  agriculture.	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐11: Work	  with	  agricultural	   landowners	  to	   improve	  practices	  that	  have	  resulted	  in	  
adverse	  impacts	  to	  adjacent	  properties.	   	  Such	  practices	   include	  site	  drainage	  and	  flood	  control	  
measures.	  

Policy	   COS	   2-‐12: Promote	   best	   management	   practices	   in	   agricultural	   operations	   to	   reduce	  
emissions,	  conserve	  energy	  and	  water,	  and	  utilize	  alternative	  energy	  sources.	  
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Policy	  COS	  2-‐13:	  Assist	  agricultural	  landowners	  and	  farmers	  with	  a	  variety	  of	  programs	  aimed	  at	  
preserving	   agricultural	   lands,	   increasing	   opportunities	   for	   local	   sales	   of	   agricultural	   products,	  
and	  increasing	  access	  to	  local	  commodities	  markets.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐14: Encourage	  agricultural	  landowners	  in	  Brentwood’s	  Planning	  Area	  to	  participate	  
in	   Williamson	   Act	   contracts	   and	   other	   programs	   that	   provide	   long-‐term	   protection	   of	  
agricultural	  lands.   

Policy	   COS	   2-‐15: Support	   the	   procurement	   of	   expanded	   and	   additional	   water	   rights	   which	  
provide	  for	  contractual	  supply	  reliability	  for	  agricultural	  use. 

Policy	   COS	   2-‐16: Encourage	   small-‐scale	   food	   production,	   such	   as	   community	   gardens	   and	  
cooperative	  neighborhood	  growing	  efforts,	  on	  parcels	  within	   the	  city	   limits,	  provided	   that	   the	  
operations	  do	  not	  conflict	  with	  existing	  adjacent	  urban	  uses.	  

Policy	  COS	  2-‐17:	  Encourage	  and	  support	  the	  development	  of	  new	  agricultural	  related	  industries	  
featuring	  alternative	  energy,	  utilization	  of	  agricultural	  waste,	  biofuels,	  and	  solar	  or	  wind	  farms.	  

Action	  COS	  2a:	   Continue	   to	   implement	  Chapter	  8.01	   (Right	   to	  Farm)	  of	   the	  Brentwood	  
Municipal	  Code	  in	  order	  to	  protect	  farming	  uses	  from	  encroaching	  urban	  uses	  and	  to	  notify	  
potential	  homebuyers	  of	  nearby	  agricultural	  operations.	  

Action	  COS	  2b:	   Consider	   impacts	   to	   agricultural	   lands	   and	   agricultural	   productivity	  
when	  reviewing	  new	  development	  projects,	  amendments	  to	  the	  General	  Plan,	  and	  rezoning	  
applications.	  	  	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  2c:	   Amend	   Title	   17	   (Zoning)	   of	   the	   Brentwood	   Municipal	   Code	   to	   include	  
specific	  agricultural	  buffer	  requirements	  for	  residential	  and	  sensitive	  land	  uses	  (i.e.,	  schools,	  
day	  care	  facilities,	  and	  medical	  facilities)	  that	  are	  proposed	  near	  existing	  agricultural	  lands	  
in	   order	   to	   protect	   the	   associated	   agricultural	   operations	   from	   encroachment	   by	  
incompatible	  uses.	   	   	  Buffers	  shall	  generally	  be	  defined	  as	  a	  physical	  separation,	  depending	  
on	  the	  land	  use,	  and	  may	  consist	  of	  topographic	  features,	  roadways,	  bike/pedestrian	  paths,	  
greenbelts,	  water	  courses,	  or	  similar	  features.	  The	  buffer	  shall	  occur	  on	  the	  parcel	  for	  which	  
a	  permit	  is	  sought	  and	  shall	  favor	  protection	  of	  the	  maximum	  amount	  of	  agricultural	  land.	  

Action	  COS	  2d:	   Collaborate	   with	   water	   suppliers	   and	   wastewater	   treatment	   plant	  
operators	  to	  increase	  the	  availability	  of	  treated	  or	  recycled	  water	  for	  agricultural	  purposes.	  

Action	   COS	   2e:	   	   Work	   with	   Contra	   Costa	   County	   to	   establish	   and	   implement	   consistent	  
policies	  for	  agricultural	  lands	  in	  Brentwood's	  Planning	  Area	  that	  prioritize	  the	  preservation	  
of	  agricultural	  lands	  and	  support	  ongoing	  agricultural	  activities.	  

Action	   COS	   2f:	   	   Continue	   to	   implement,	   and	   periodically	   review/update	   as	   necessary,	  
Chapter	  17.730	  (Agricultural	  Preservation	  Program)	  of	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code.	  

Action	  COS	  2g:	   Continue	  to	   implement	  the	  Agricultural	  Enterprise	   Implementation	  Plan	  
to	   assist	   local	   farmers	   with	   a	   variety	   of	   programs	   that	   facilitate	   infrastructure	  
improvements,	  business	  ventures,	  and	  other	   initiatives	  to	  grow	  the	  agricultural	   industry	   in	  
and	  around	  Brentwood.	  	  	  
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Action	  COS	  2h:	   Coordinate	  with	  groups	  such	  as	  the	  Agricultural-‐Natural	  Resources	  Trust	  
of	  Contra	  Costa	  County	  (ANRT),	  the	  Brentwood	  Agricultural	  Land	  Trust	  (BALT),	  and	  Harvest	  
Time	   in	   Brentwood	   in	   order	   to	   fund	   agricultural	   easements,	   programs	   that	   protect	  
agricultural	   lands,	  and	  programs	  that	  provide	  marketing	  assistance	  and	  economic	  support	  
to	  local	  farmers.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  2i:	   Develop	   a	   program	   to	   provide	   additional	   support	   for	   agricultural	  
tourism,	   u-‐pick	   farms,	   and	   other	   agricultural	   activities	   that	   serve	   as	   a	   regional	   draw	   to	  
Brentwood	  and	  enhance	  its	  agricultural	  heritage.	  	  	  

GOAL	  COS	  3	   PROTECT	  AND	  ENHANCE	  BRENTWOOD’S	  ECOSYSTEM	  AND	  NATURAL	  HABITATS	  

Policy	  COS	  3-‐1:	  Sensitive	  habitats	  include	  creek	  corridors,	  wetlands,	  vernal	  pools,	  riparian	  areas,	  
wildlife	   and	   fish	   migration	   corridors,	   native	   plant	   nursery	   sites,	   waters	   of	   the	   United	   States,	  
sensitive	  natural	  communities,	  and	  other	  habitats	  designated	  by	  State	  and	  Federal	  agencies.	  	  

Policy	   COS	   3-‐2:	   Preserve	   and	   enhance	   those	   biological	   communities	   that	   contribute	   to	  
Brentwood’s	  and	  the	  region’s	  biodiversity	  including,	  but	  not	  limited	  to,	  wetlands,	  riparian	  areas,	  
aquatic	  habitat,	  and	  agricultural	  lands.	  

Policy	   COS	   3-‐3:	   Focus	   conservation	   efforts	   on	   high	   priority	   conservation	   areas	   that	   contain	  
suitable	  habitat	  for	  endangered,	  threatened,	  migratory,	  or	  special-‐status	  species	  and	  that	  can	  be	  
managed	  with	  minimal	  interference	  with	  nearby	  urban	  land	  uses.	  

Policy	   COS	   3-‐4:	   Conserve	   existing	   native	   vegetation	   where	   possible	   and	   integrate	   regionally	  
native	  plant	  species	  into	  development	  and	  infrastructure	  projects	  where	  appropriate.	  

Policy	  COS	  3-‐5:	  Avoid	  removal	  of	  large,	  mature	  trees	  that	  provide	  wildlife	  habitat	  or	  contribute	  
to	   the	   visual	   quality	   of	   the	   environment	   to	   the	   greatest	   extent	   feasible	   through	   appropriate	  
project	   design	   and	   building	   siting.	   If	   full	   avoidance	   is	   not	   possible,	   prioritize	   planting	   of	  
replacement	  trees	  on-‐site	  over	  off-‐site	  locations.	  

Action	  COS	  3a:	   Require	  new	  development,	  as	  well	  as	  infrastructure	  projects,	  long-‐range	  
planning	  projects,	  and	  other	  projects,	   to	  comply	  with	  the	  requirements	  of	   the	  East	  Contra	  
Costa	  County	  Habitat	  Conservation	  Plan	  /	  Natural	  Community	  Conservation	  Plan	  to	  ensure	  
that	   potentially	   significant	   impacts	   to	   special-‐status	   species	   and	   sensitive	   resources	   are	  
adequately	  addressed	  

Action	  COS	  3b:	  	  Where	  sensitive	  biological	  habitats	  have	  been	  identified	  on	  or	  immediately	  
adjacent	   to	   a	   project	   site,	   the	   project	   shall	   include	   appropriate	   mitigation	   measures	  
identified	  by	  a	  qualified	  biologist.	  

Action	  COS	  3c:	  	  Develop	  CEQA	  Thresholds	  of	  Significance	  to	  assist	  staff,	  project	  applicants,	  
and	  decision-‐makers	  in	  determining	  whether	  a	  project	  may	  have	  a	  significant	  effect	  on	  the	  
environment	  under	  Section	  21082.2	  of	  the	  California	  Environmental	  Quality	  Act	  (CEQA).	  

GOAL	  COS	  4	   PROTECT	  AND	  ENHANCE	  WATER	  RESOURCES	  IN	  LOCAL	  CREEKS,	  RIPARIAN	  
HABITAT,	  WETLANDS,	  AND	  AQUATIC	  HABITAT	  
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Policy	  COS	  4-‐1:	  Where	   feasible,	  protect	  and	  enhance	   surface	  water	  quality	   in	   creeks,	   streams,	  
channels,	   seasonal	   and	   permanent	  marshland,	  wetlands,	   sloughs,	   riparian	   habitat,	   and	   vernal	  
pools	  through	  sound	  land	  use	  planning,	  community	  design,	  and	  site	  planning.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐2:	   Rehabilitate	   existing	   channelized	   waterways,	   as	   feasible,	   to	   remove	   concrete	  
linings	  and	  allow	  for	  a	  connection	  with	  the	  stream	  channel	  and	  the	  natural	  water	  table.	  Avoid	  
creating	   additional	   channelized	  waterways,	   unless	   no	   other	   alternative	   is	   available	   to	   protect	  
human	  health,	  safety,	  and	  welfare.	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐3:	  Where	   feasible,	   restore	   existing	   channelized	   waterways	   to	   a	   more	   natural	  
condition.	  	  Restoration	  efforts	  should	  provide	  for	  naturalized	  hydraulic	  functioning.	  Restoration	  
should	   also	   promote	   the	   growth	   of	   riparian	   vegetation	   to	   effectively	   stabilize	   banks,	   screen	  
pollutants	  from	  runoff	  entering	  the	  channel,	  enhance	  fisheries,	  and	  provide	  other	  opportunities	  
for	  natural	  habitat	  restoration.	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐4:	   Require	   discretionary	   projects,	   as	   well	   as	   new	   flood	   control	   and	   storm	  water	  
conveyance	   projects,	   to	   integrate	   best	   management	   practices	   and	   natural	   features	   to	   the	  
greatest	   extent	   feasible,	   while	   ensuring	   that	   these	   features	   adequately	   convey	   and	   control	  
storm	  water	  to	  protect	  human	  health,	  safety,	  and	  welfare.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐5:	   Prioritize	   the	  use	  of	  natural	   features	   such	  as	  bio	   swales,	   vegetation,	   retention	  
ponds,	   and	   other	   measures	   to	   remove	   storm	   water	   pollutants	   prior	   to	   discharge,	   subject	   to	  
State	  regulations.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐6:	  Where	   feasible,	   new	   development	   adjacent	   to	   creeks	   and	   streams	   should	  
include	   opportunities	   for	   beneficial	   uses,	   such	   as	   flood	   control,	   ecological	   restoration,	   public	  
access	  trails,	  and	  walkways.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐7:	  Consult	  with	  State	  and	  Federal	  agencies	  during	  the	  development	  review	  process	  
to	  help	   identify	  wetland	  and	   riparian	  habitat	   that	  has	   candidacy	   for	   restoration,	   conservation,	  
and/or	  mitigation.	  	  Focus	  restoration	  and/or	  conservation	  efforts	  on	  areas	  that	  would	  maximize	  
multiple	  beneficial	  uses	  for	  such	  habitat.	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐8:	  Conserve	  riparian	  habitat	  along	  local	  creeks,	  including	  but	  not	  limited	  to	  Marsh	  
Creek,	  Deer	  Creek,	  Dry	  Creek,	  and	  Sand	  Creek,	   in	  order	   to	  maintain	  water	  quality	  and	  provide	  
suitable	  habitat	  for	  native	  fish	  and	  plant	  species.	  	  	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐9:	   Consider	  the	  effects	  of	  development	  on	  ground	  and	  surface	  water	  quality,	  and	  
implement	  measures	  to	  reduce	  water	  contamination.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  4-‐10:	   Where	   feasible,	  encourage	  and	  support	  multipurpose	  detention	  basins	  
that	   provide	   water	   quality	   protection,	   storm	   water	   detention,	   open	   space	   amenities,	   and	  
recreational	  amenities.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  4a:	   Coordinate	  with	  interested	  public	  and	  private	  entities	  to	  create	  new	  and	  
expanded	   public	   access	   trails	   along	   creeks	   and	   streams	   that	   connect	   to	   parks	   and	   open	  
space	  areas	  within	  Brentwood’s	  Planning	  Area.	  
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Action	  COS	  4b:	   Continue	   to	   identify	   which	   storm	   water	   and	   drainage	   facilities	   are	   in	  
need	  of	  repair	  and	  address	  these	  needs	  through	  the	  City’s	  Capital	  Improvement	  Program.	  	  

Action	  COS	  4c:	   Utilize	  existing	  regulations	  and	  procedures,	  including	  but	  not	  limited	  to,	  
the	  Zoning	  Ordinance	  and	  the	  environmental	  review	  process,	  in	  order	  to	  conserve	  wetlands	  
and	  riparian	  habitat	  within	  the	  city	  limits	  and	  the	  Planning	  Area.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  4d:	   Coordinate	  with	   the	  California	  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife,	  Contra	  
Costa	   County,	   and	   local	   watershed	   protection	   groups	   to	   identify	   potentially	   impacted	  
aquatic	   habitat	   within	   Brentwood’s	   Planning	   Area	   and	   to	   develop	   riparian	   management	  
guidelines	   to	  be	   implemented	  by	  development,	   recreation,	  and	  other	  projects	  adjacent	   to	  
creeks,	  streams,	  and	  other	  waterways.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  4e:	   Continue	   to	   implement,	   and	   periodically	   review/update	   as	   necessary,	  
Chapter	  15.52	  (Grading,	  Erosion	  and	  Sediment	  Control)	  of	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code.	  	  
The	  City	  shall	  review	  projects	  to	  ensure	  that	  best	  management	  practices	  are	   implemented	  
during	   construction	   and	   site	   grading	   activities,	   as	   well	   as	   in	   project	   design	   to	   reduce	  
pollutant	  runoff	  into	  water	  bodies.	  

Action	  COS	  4f:	   Explore	   revising	   Title	   17	   (Zoning)	   of	   the	   Brentwood	  Municipal	   Code	   to	  
include	   standards	   for	   creek	   setbacks	   and	   the	   protection	   of	   riparian	   habitat	   along	   creek	  
corridors.	   	   The	   standards	   should	   include	   minimum	   setback	   requirements,	   site	   design	  
standards,	  and	  requirements	  for	  the	  ongoing	  maintenance	  of	  creek	  and	  riparian	  habitat	  on	  
public	  and	  private	  lands.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  4g:	   Update	   the	   Creek	   Trails	   and	   Revegetation	   Master	   Plan.	   Solicit	   public	  
input	   during	   the	   preparation	   of	   the	   update,	   and	   include	   outreach	   efforts	   to	   community	  
organizations	   with	   knowledge	   of	   and	   interest	   in	   key	   issues	   associated	   with	   local	   creeks,	  
trails,	  and	  habitat	  restoration.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  4h:	  	   Encourage	   volunteer-‐based	   programs	   that	   organize	   community	   creek	  
restoration	  and/or	  clean-‐up	  events	  and	  provide	  public	  education	  regarding	  the	  benefits	  of	  
city	  and	  regional	  water	  resources.	  	  

Action	  COS	  4i:	   Provide	  a	  conservation	  page	  (or	  similar	  page)	  on	  the	  City’s	  website	  that	  
provides	   links	   to	   resource	   agencies	   (i.e.,	   CDFW,	   USFWS,	   USACE,	   etc.)	   and	   provides	  
information	  regarding	  local	  and	  regional	  conservation	  and	  environmental	  programs,	  to	  the	  
extent	  that	  the	  City	  has	  readily	  available	  information.	  

GOAL	  COS	  5	  	   UTILIZE	  BRENTWOOD’S	  MINERAL	  RESOURCES	  WHILE	  PRESERVING	  

DEVELOPMENT	  AND	  CONSERVATION	  OPTIONS	  FOR	  THE	  FUTURE	  

Policy	  COS	  5-‐1:	   Ensure	  that	  areas	  of	  mineral	  resources	  can	  be	  mined	  while	  productive	  and	  are	  
ultimately	  reused	  for	  urbanization	  or	  open	  space.	  

Policy	  COS	  5-‐2:	  Allow	  resource	  extraction	  of	  gas,	  oil,	  and	  mineral	  resources	  as	  an	  interim	  use.	  

Action	  COS	  5a:	   Work	  with	  property	  owners	  to	  develop	  reclamation	  plans	  for	  areas	  with	  
mineral	  resources.	  
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Action	  COS	  5b:	   Continue	   to	   implement,	   and	   periodically	   review/update	   as	   necessary,	  
Chapter	  17.680	  (Oil	  and	  Gas	  Production)	  of	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code.	  

Action	  COS	  5c:	   Identify	   and	   evaluate	   areas	   within	   Brentwood’s	   Planning	   Area	   with	  
potential	  resource	  value,	  including	  oil,	  gas,	  sand,	  and	  gravel.	  

GOAL	  COS	  6	  	   PRESERVE	  AND	  ENHANCE	  PREHISTORIC,	  HISTORIC,	  AND	  CULTURAL	  RESOURCES	  
IN	  AND	  AROUND	  THE	  BRENTWOOD	  COMMUNITY	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐1:	  Protect	   important	   historic	   resources	   and	   use	   these	   resources	   to	   promote	   a	  
sense	  of	  place	  and	  history	  in	  Brentwood.	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐2:	   	  Encourage	   the	   voluntary	   identification,	   conservation,	   and	   reuse	   of	   historical	  
structures,	  properties,	  and	  sites	  with	  special	  and	  recognized	  historic,	  architectural,	  or	  aesthetic	  
value.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐3:	   Encourage	  historic	  resources	  to	  remain	  in	  their	  original	  use	  whenever	  possible.	  
The	   adaptive	   use	   of	   historic	   resources	   is	   preferred,	   particularly	   as	   museums,	   educational	  
facilities,	   or	   visitor-‐serving	   uses,	   when	   the	   original	   use	   can	   no	   longer	   be	   sustained.	   Older	  
residences	  may	  be	  converted	  to	  office/retail	  use	  in	  commercial	  areas	  and	  to	  tourist	  or	  business	  
use,	  so	  long	  as	  their	  historical	  authenticity	  is	  maintained	  or	  enhanced.	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐4:	   Leverage	   the	   City’s	   strong	   cultural	   and	   historic	   heritage	   to	   support	   and	  
encourage	  historically-‐oriented	  visitor	  programs	  and	  heritage	  tourism	  through	  cooperation	  with	  
local,	  regional,	  and	  State	  marketing	  efforts.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐5:	  Continue	   to	   support	  and	  promote	  annual	   festivals	  and	  community	  events	   that	  
celebrate	  Brentwood’s	  cultural	  heritage.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐6:	   Encourage	   and	   support	   community	   art	   projects,	   including	   murals,	   sculptures,	  
educational	  programs,	  and	  events	  that	  highlight	  Brentwood’s	  cultural	  and	  historic	  heritage.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐7:	  Review	  new	  development	  projects	  and	  work	   in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  California	  
Historical	   Resources	   Information	   System	   to	   determine	   whether	   project	   areas	   contain	   known	  
archaeological	   resources,	   either	  prehistoric	   and/or	  historic-‐era,	   or	   have	   the	  potential	   for	   such	  
resources.	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐8:	   Ensure	  that	  human	  remains	  are	  treated	  with	  sensitivity	  and	  dignity,	  and	  ensure	  
compliance	   with	   the	   provisions	   of	   California	   Health	   and	   Safety	   Code	   Section	   7050.5	   and	  
California	  Public	  Resources	  Code	  Section	  5097.98.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  6-‐9:	  Consistent	   with	   State,	   local,	   and	   tribal	   intergovernmental	   consultation	  
requirements	  such	  as	  SB	  18,	  the	  City	  shall	  consult	  as	  necessary	  with	  Native	  American	  tribes	  that	  
may	  be	  interested	  in	  proposed	  new	  development	  and	  land	  use	  policy	  changes.	  

Action	  COS	  6a:	   Explore	   the	  development	   of	   an	  historic	   Brentwood	  program	   to	   identify	  
historic	  resources,	  encourage	  landowners	  to	  voluntarily	  preserve	  and	  rehabilitate	  historical	  
structures,	  and	  provide	  a	  coordinated	  approach	  to	  draw	  visitors	  and	  tourists	  to	  these	  areas.	  	  	  
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Action	  COS	  6b:	   Develop	   guidelines	   for	   remodels	   of	   potentially	   historic	   residential	  
structures	   to	   ensure	   that	   the	   character	   and	   individuality	   of	   such	   residences	   is	  
maintained.	  	  The	  guidelines	  should	  address:	  

1. Design	  styles,	  age	  of	  home,	  and	  other	  criteria	   to	  determine	  applicability	  of	   the	  
guidelines;	  	  

2. Exterior	   features	   that	  are	   important	  and	  covered	  by	   the	  guidelines	   (e.g.,	   siding	  
and	  exterior	  finishes,	  windows,	  doors,	  roofs,	  porches,	  garages,	  outbuildings,	  and	  	  
streetscapes);	  

3. Standards	  for	  modifications	  and	  renovation,	  including	  the	  extent	  of	  changes	  that	  
can	  occur;	  and	  

4. Activities	   that	   are	   exempt	   from	   the	   guidelines,	   such	   as	   interior	   improvements	  
and	  routine	  maintenance	  and	  repair.	  

Action	   COS	   6c:	   	   Collaborate	   with	   the	   Chamber	   of	   Commerce	   and	   other	   interested	  
community	  groups	  to	  support	  and	  promote	  community	  festivals	  and	  events.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  6d:	   Require	   a	   cultural	   and	   archaeological	   survey	   prior	   to	   approval	   of	   any	  
project	   which	   would	   require	   excavation	   in	   an	   area	   that	   is	   sensitive	   for	   cultural	   or	  
archaeological	   resources.	   If	   significant	   cultural	   or	   archaeological	   resources,	   including	  
historic	   and	   prehistoric	   resources,	   are	   identified,	   appropriate	   measures	   shall	   be	  
implemented,	   such	   as	   documentation	   and	   conservation,	   to	   reduce	   adverse	   impacts	   to	  
the	  resource.	  

Action	   COS	   6e:	   	   Require	   all	   new	   development,	   infrastructure,	   and	   other	   ground-‐
disturbing	  projects	  to	  comply	  with	  the	  following	  conditions	  in	  the	  event	  of	  an	  inadvertent	  
discovery	  of	  cultural	  resources	  or	  human	  remains:	  

a. If	  construction	  or	  grading	  activities	  result	   in	  the	  discovery	  of	  significant	  historic	  
or	   prehistoric	   archaeological	   artifacts	   or	   unique	   paleontological	   resources,	   all	  
work	  within	  100	  feet	  of	  the	  discovery	  shall	  cease,	  the	  Community	  Development	  
Director	   shall	   be	   notified,	   the	   resources	   shall	   be	   examined	   by	   a	   qualified	  
archaeologist,	   paleontologist,	   or	   historian	   for	   appropriate	   protection	   and	  
preservation	   measures;	   and	   work	   may	   only	   resume	   when	   appropriate	  
protections	   are	   in	   place	   and	   have	   been	   approved	   by	   the	   Community	  
Development	  Director.	  	  	  	  	  

b. If	   human	   remains	   are	   discovered	   during	   any	   ground	   disturbing	   activity,	   work	  
shall	   stop	   until	   the	   Community	   Development	   Director	   and	   the	   Contra	   Costa	  
County	  Coroner	  have	  been	  contacted;	   if	   the	  human	  remains	  are	  determined	   to	  
be	  of	  Native	  American	  origin,	  the	  Native	  American	  Heritage	  Commission	  (NAHC)	  
and	   the	   most	   likely	   descendants	   have	   been	   consulted;	   and	   work	   may	   only	  
resume	   when	   appropriate	   measures	   have	   been	   taken	   and	   approved	   by	   the	  
Community	  Development	  Director.	  	  	  
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GOAL	  COS	  7	   PROTECT	  HILLSIDES	  AND	  RIDGELINES	  FROM	  VISUAL	  IMPACTS	  AND	  EROSION	  

Policy	  COS	  7-‐1:	  Protect	  Brentwood’s	  ridgelines	  (hilltops	  and	  steep	  hillsides)	  from	  erosion,	  slope	  
failure,	  and	  development.	  	  	  

Policy	   COS	   7-‐2:	   Preserve	   the	   topography	   of	   Brentwood’s	   hills	   by	   discouraging	   unnecessary	  
leveling/grading	  activities	  prior	  to	  site-‐building	  on	  hillsides	  where	  development	  is	  permitted.	  	  

Policy	  COS	  7-‐3:	  Preserve	  and	  protect	  prominent	  community	  views	  of	  scenic	  resources,	  including	  
Mount	   Diablo,	   local	   hills	   and	   ridgelines,	   and	   open	   space	   areas	   surrounding	   Brentwood,	   and	  
consider	  community	  visual	  access	  and	  view	  corridors	  when	  reviewing	  development	  proposals.	  	  	  

Policy	   COS	   7-‐4:	   Discourage	   development	   on	   hillsides	   and	   ridgelines	   where	   structures	   would	  
interrupt	  the	  skyline.	  

Action	  COS	  7a:	   Require	  assessment	  of	  critical	  public	  views	  and	  ridgelines	  as	  part	  of	  the	  
project	   review	  process	   in	   order	   to	   ensure	   that	   projects	   protect	   natural	   resources	   through	  
proper	  site	  planning,	  building	  design,	  and	  landscaping.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  7b:	   Develop	  and	  adopt	  a	  hillside	  grading	  ordinance.	   	  The	  ordinance	  should	  
include	  standards	  for	  slope	  stability,	  building	  heights,	  lot	  coverage,	  drainage,	  revegetation,	  
erosion	  control,	  emergency	  vehicle	  access,	  and	  other	  standards	  determined	  to	  be	  applicable	  
by	  the	  City.	  	  	  

GOAL	  COS	  8	   REDUCE	  AIR	  POLLUTANTS	  AND	  GREENHOUSE	  GAS	  (GHG)	  EMISSIONS	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐1:	   Improve	  air	  quality	   through	  continuing	   to	   require	  a	  development	  pattern	   that	  
focuses	   growth	   in	   and	   around	   existing	   urbanized	   areas,	   locating	   new	   housing	   near	   places	   of	  
employment,	   encouraging	   alternative	   modes	   of	   transportation,	   and	   requiring	   projects	   to	  
mitigate	  significant	  air	  quality	  impacts.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐2:	   	  Minimize	   exposure	   of	   sensitive	   receptors	   to	   concentrations	   of	   air	   pollutant	  
emissions	  and	  toxic	  air	  contaminants.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐3:	  Require	  discretionary	  projects	  involving	  sensitive	  receptors	  such	  as	  children,	  the	  
elderly,	  or	  people	  with	  illnesses	  that	  are	  proposed	  within	  500	  feet	  of	  the	  State	  Route	  4	  corridor	  
to	   include	   an	   analysis	   of	   mobile	   source	   toxic	   air	   contaminant	   health	   risks.	   	   The	   analysis,	   if	  
necessary,	  shall	  identify	  feasible	  mitigation	  measures	  to	  reduce	  health	  risks	  to	  acceptable	  levels.	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐4:	  Encourage	  new	  development	  or	  significant	  remodels	  to	  install	  fireplaces,	  wood	  
stoves,	   and/or	   heaters	   which	   meet	   Bay	   Area	   Air	   Quality	   Management	   District	   (BAAQMD)	  
standards.	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐5:	  Continue	  to	  require	  all	  construction	  projects	  and	  ground	  disturbing	  activities	  to	  
implement	  BAAQMD	  dust	  control	  and	  abatement	  measures.	  	  	  

Policy	   COS	   8-‐6:	   Support	   the	   development	   and	   implementation	   of	   a	   GHG	   reduction	   plan,	   or	  
Climate	   Action	   Plan,	   that	   addresses	   and	   reduces	   GHG	   emissions	   associated	   with	   community	  
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operations,	   including	  but	  not	   limited	   to,	  mobile	   sources	   (vehicle	   traffic),	   energy	   consumption,	  
and	  solid	  waste.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐7:	  Coordinate	  with	  Contra	  Costa	  County	  and	  nearby	  cities	   to	   implement	   regional	  
GHG	  reduction	  plans	  and	  consolidate	  efforts	  to	  reduce	  GHGs	  throughout	  the	  county.	  	  	  

Policy	   COS	   8-‐8:	   Encourage	   local	   businesses	   and	   industries	   to	   engage	   in	   voluntary	   efforts	   to	  
reduce	  GHG	  emissions	  and	  energy	  consumption.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐9:	  Preserve,	  protect,	  and	  enhance,	  as	  appropriate,	  the	  City’s	  carbon	  sequestration	  
resources,	   also	   referred	   to	   as	   “carbon	   sinks,”	   to	   improve	   air	   quality	   and	   reduce	   net	   carbon	  
emissions.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐10:	  Encourage	  public	  transit,	  ridesharing	  and	  van	  pooling,	  shortened	  and	  combined	  
motor	  vehicle	  trips	  to	  work	  and	  services,	  use	  of	  bicycles,	  and	  walking.	  Minimize	  single	  passenger	  
motor	  vehicle	  use.	  

Policy	  COS	  8-‐11:	  Encourage	  new	  construction	  to	  incorporate	  passive	  solar	  features.	  

Action	  COS	  8a:	   Review	   all	   new	   industrial	   and	   commercial	   development	   projects	   for	  
potential	  air	  quality	   impacts	  to	  residences	  and	  other	  sensitive	  receptors.	   	  The	  City	  shall	  
ensure	   that	  mitigation	  measures	   and	   best	  management	   practices	   are	   implemented	   to	  
reduce	  significant	  emissions	  of	  criteria	  pollutants.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  8b:	   	  Refer	   development,	   infrastructure,	   and	   planning	   projects	   to	   the	  
BAAQMD	   for	   review.	   	   Require	   project	   applicants	   to	   prepare	   air	   quality	   analyses	   to	  
address	   BAAQMD	   and	   General	   Plan	   requirements,	   which	   include	   analysis	   and	  
identification	  of:	  

a. Air	  pollutant	  emissions	  associated	  with	  the	  project	  during	  construction,	  project	  
operation,	  and	  cumulative	  conditions.	  

b. Potential	  exposure	  of	  sensitive	  receptors	  to	  toxic	  air	  contaminants.	  

c. Significant	  air	  quality	  impacts	  associated	  with	  the	  project	  for	  construction,	  
project	  operation,	  and	  cumulative	  conditions.	  

d. Mitigation	  measures	  to	  reduce	  significant	  impacts	  to	  less	  than	  significant	  or	  the	  
maximum	  extent	  feasible	  where	  impacts	  cannot	  be	  mitigated	  to	  less	  than	  
significant.	  

Action	  COS	  8c:	   	  	  Prepare	   and	   adopt	   a	   Climate	   Action	   Plan.	   	   The	   Climate	   Action	   Plan	  
should	  include	  the	  following	  components:	  

1. A	  baseline	  greenhouse	  gas	  (GHG)	  emissions	  inventory	  

2. An	  adopted	  GHG	  emissions	  reduction	  target	  of	  at	  least	  15%	  below	  the	  business-‐
as-‐usual	  projections	  by	  2020	  
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3. GHG	   reductions	   measures	   that	   apply	   to	   community	   wide	   operations,	   City	  
operations,	  and	  future	  development	  projects	  

4. An	  implementation	  and	  monitoring	  program	  

Action	  COS	  8d:	   Work	   with	   Contra	   Costa	   County	   and	   the	   Bay	   Area	   Air	   Quality	  
Management	  District	  to	  implement	  programs	  aimed	  at	  improving	  regional	  air	  quality.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  8e:	   	  Adequate	  buffers	   between	  new	   industrial	   uses	  and	   sensitive	   receptors	  
shall	  be	  required	  to	  avoid	  potential	  air	  quality	  and	  nuisance	  impacts.	  

Action	  COS	  8f:	   Provide	  a	  conservation	  page	  (or	  similar	  page)	  on	  the	  City’s	  website	  that	  
provides	   links	   to	   resource	   agencies	   (i.e.,	   CARB,	   BAAWMD,	   EPA,	   etc.)	   and	   provides	  
information	  regarding	   local	  and	  regional	  conservation	  and	  environmental	  programs,	  to	  
the	   extent	   that	   the	   City	   has	   readily	   available	   information,	   including	   methods	   for	  
pollution	   prevention	   such	   as	   reduced	   air	   pollutant	   and	   greenhouse	   gas	   emissions	  
through	   use	   of	   alternative	   forms	   of	   transportation	   (i.e.,	   bicycling,	   pedestrian,	   transit),	  
through	  reducing	  wood-‐burning	  activities	  using	  EPA-‐certified	  wood-‐burning	  devices,	  etc.	  	  

GOAL	  COS	  9	   PROMOTE	  CONSERVATION	  OF	  ENERGY	  AND	  OTHER	  NATURAL	  RESOURCES	  

	   Policy	  COS	  9-‐1:	  	  Require	  all	  new	  public	  and	  privately	  constructed	  buildings	  to	  meet	  and	  comply	  

with	  CAL	  Green	  Tier	  1	  standards.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐2:	   Support	   innovative	   and	   green	   building	   best	   management	   practices,	   including	  
LEED	   certification,	   for	   all	   new	   development,	   and	   encourage	   project	   applicants	   to	   exceed	   CAL	  
Green	  Tier	  1	  standards,	  if	  feasible.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐3:	  	  Promote	  the	  use	  of	  alternative	  energy	  sources	  in	  new	  development.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐4:	   Incorporate	   innovative	   green	   building	   techniques	   and	   best	   management	  
practices	  in	  the	  site	  design,	  construction,	  and	  renovation	  of	  all	  public	  projects.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐5:	  Promote	  water	  conservation	  among	  water	  users.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐6:	   Require	  new	  development	  to	  incorporate	  water	  efficient	  fixtures	  into	  design	  
and	  construction.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐7:	   Promote	  the	  use	  of	  reclaimed	  water	  and	  other	  non-‐potable	  water	  sources.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐8:	   Encourage	   large-‐scale	   developments	   and	   golf	   course	   developments	   to	  
incorporate	  dual	  water	  systems.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐9:	   Encourage	  and	  support	  the	  use	  of	  drought-‐tolerant	  and	  regionally	  native	  plants	  
in	  landscaping.	  

Policy	   COS	   9-‐10:	   Ensure	   that	   the	   layout	   and	   design	   of	   new	   development	   and	   significant	  
remodels	  encourages	  the	  use	  of	  transportation	  modes	  other	  than	  automobiles	  and	  trucks.	  



City	  of	  Brentwood	  General	  Plan	  Update	  
Conservation	  and	  Open	  Space	  –	  Goals,	  Policies,	  and	  Actions	  
	   	  

COS-‐12	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐11:	  Continue	  the	  citywide	  recycling	  program	  and	  actively	  encourage	  recycling.	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐12:	  Continue	  efforts	  to	  reduce	  solid	  waste	  generation	  throughout	  the	  life	  of	  the	  
General	  Plan.	  	  	  

Policy	  COS	  9-‐13:	  Continue	  to	  encourage	  and	  support	  the	  use	  of	  bicycles	  as	  an	  alternative	  means	  
of	  transportation.	  

Action	  COS	  9a:	   	  Continue	  to	  review	  development	  projects	   to	  ensure	  that	  all	  new	  public	  
and	  private	  development	  complies	  with	  CAL	  Green	  Tier	  1	  standards	  as	  well	  as	  the	  energy	  
efficiency	  standards	  established	  by	  the	  General	  Plan	  and	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code.	  

Action	  COS	  9b:	   Connect	   residents	   and	   businesses	   with	   programs	   that	   provide	   free	   or	  
low-‐cost	  energy	  efficiency	  audits	  and	  retrofits	  to	  existing	  buildings.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  9c:	   Explore	  amending	  the	  Brentwood	  Municipal	  Code	  to	  incentivize	  the	  use	  
of	   small-‐scale	   renewable	   energy	   facilities	   and,	   where	   appropriate,	   to	   remove	  
impediments	  to	  such	  uses.	  	  	  

Action	  COS	  9d:	   Develop	   and	   provide	   incentives	   to	   developers	   and	   individuals	   that	   use	  
reclaimed	  water	  and	  other	  non-‐potable	  water	  for	  landscaping.	  

Action	  COS	  9e:	   Continue	   to	   implement	   Chapter	   17.630	   of	   the	   Brentwood	   Municipal	  
Code,	  particularly	  as	  it	  relates	  to	  water	  conservation	  efforts.	  

Action	  COS	  9f:	  Provide	  a	  conservation	  page	  (or	  similar	  page)	  on	  the	  City’s	  website	  that	  
provides	   links	   to	   resource	   agencies	   and	   provides	   information	   regarding	   local	   and	  
regional	   conservation	   and	   environmental	   programs,	   to	   the	   extent	   that	   the	   City	   has	  
readily	  available	   information,	   including	   recycling	  guidance	   for	   single	   family	   residences,	  
businesses,	  and	  apartments,	  opportunities	  for	  reuse	  of	  materials,	  a	  description	  of	  how	  to	  
compost,	  and	  a	  description	  of	  methods	  to	  reduce	  water	  use,	  such	  as	  appropriate	  reuse	  
and	  recycling	  of	  water,	  water	  conservation	  measures,	  and	  xeriscaping.	  

Action	  COS	  9g:	   	  	  Develop	  a	  list	  of	  drought-‐tolerant	  and	  native	  plants	  appropriate	  for	  use	  
in	  Brentwood	  and	  review	  development	  projects	  for	  adherence	  to	  this	  list.	  	  


